Finding the Source of Joy
Philippians 1:1-11

I. Look toward Jesus  (vv. 1-2).
A. The recipients of the Apostle Paul’s greeting of grace and peace are members of the Church at Philippi who have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ (v. 1).
B. The source of Paul’s greeting of grace and peace received by the Church at Philippi is God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 2).
C. Joy is found in grace and peace from God through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
II. Look at your heart (vv. 3-8).
A. Paul responded to the work of God in the Church at Philippi with an attitude of gratitude (vv. 3-8).
1. Paul’s gratitude was expressed in every remembrance of the Philippian Church (v. 3).
2. Paul’s gratitude was expressed continually in prayer with joy (v. 4).
3. Paul’s gratitude was caused by the Philippian church’s abiding partnership in the Gospel of Jesus Christ (v. 5).
4. Paul’s gratitude was strong because it was rooted in the faithful work of Jesus Christ (v. 6).
5. Paul’s gratitude was justified because of the ministry of God’s grace through the community of Christ (vv. 7-8).
B. Joy is found when we respond to God’s grace with an attitude of gratitude.
III. Look out toward others (vv. 9-11).
A. Paul prayed for the church at Philippi to be ready for the return of Christ through increasing love and fruit (vv. 9-11).
1. Growth in love through knowledge and discernment will result in our purity and innocence at the return of Christ (vv. 9-10).
2. Fruitfulness of righteous living that glorifies God is imparted by Jesus Christ (v. 11).
B. Joy is found through the prayerful investment of our lives in others seeking their spiritual welfare when they meet Jesus Christ.
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